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Paraiba Tourmaline
Paraiba – the word has a special fascination for the connoisseur. 

It is the name of a gemstone with blue to green tones of extraordinary 
vividness.  When this gem variety was first discovered in Brazil, the 
unusually intense “neon” or “electric” colors set it apart from any other 
tourmaline previously known.  The color of this gem ranges from 
intense emerald green through “windex” blue-green to a rich sapphire 

blue and continuing along the spectrum to intense violet 
or even purple. Paraiba tourmaline was named after the 

Brazilian state where it was first found. 

Iron, manganese, chrome and vanadium are 
the elements responsible for the beautiful coloring 

in other tourmaline but the paraiba tourma-
line is different. It owes its gorgeous color 

to copper, an element never 
before seen in a tourmaline.  
Scientists have discovered that 
it can also contain manganese.  
The gemstone world was 
captivated from the very 
beginning by the beauty and 
scintillating colors of the paraiba tourmalines.  Soon they achieved 
great popularity and today they are among the most sought-after and 
most expensive gemstones in the world.  While paraiba tourmalines 
were first found in Brazil’s Paraiba state, stones of similar color and 
composition have now been found in Rio Grande do Norte State 
(Brazil), Nigeria and Mozambique.  

Tourmaline ~ The Rainbow Gemstone
Tourmaline has a wide variety of colors. According to an old Egyptian legend, 
while tourmaline was on its long journey up from the center of the earth, it passed 
through a rainbow.  In doing so, it assumed all the colors of the rainbow and is 
therefore referred to as the rainbow gemstone. 

Tourmaline… continued on page 2

The name tourmaline comes from the Sinhalese word 
‘tourmali’ which means ‘stone with mixed colours’, referring to 
its color spectrum. There are tourmalines from red to green and 
from blue to yellow. They often have two or more colors and no 
two tourmalines are exactly alike. Some can even show the light 
effect of a cat’s eye. This gemstone has an endless number of faces, 
and for that reason it suits all moods. It is no wonder that magical 
powers have been attributed to it since ancient times. Tourmaline 
is symbolic of eloquence, wisdom and the power of knowledge. It’s 
the stone for authors, poets, editors and teachers. 

The connection with knowledge stems from tourmaline’s magnetic 
properties. Tourmalines can become electrically charged when they are 
heated or compressed and then allowed to cool. This gives the crystal a 
positive charge at one end and a negative charge at the other. The Dutch, 
who were the first to bring the tourmaline to Europe, were familiar with 
this effect long before there was a scientific explanation. They used a 
heated tourmaline to draw up the ash from their meerschaum pipes, and 
called the gemstone with the amazing powers, an aschentrekker.

Tourmaline, an October birthstone along with opal, owes its wide 
range of color to its complex chemical composition. The slightest changes 
in the composition can cause completely different colors. Another trade-
mark of tourmaline is its dichroism, which means the color and intensity 

of the crystal can 
look different 
depending on the angle 
from which it is viewed. The 
crystal will look darker when viewed down the 
long axis than when viewed from the side.

Gem and specimen tourmaline is mined chiefly in Brazil and Africa. 
Some fine gem and specimen material has been produced in the US, with 
the first discoveries having been made in 1822, in the state of Maine. 
The Maine deposits tend to produce crystals in raspberry pink-red, as 
well as minty greens. California became a large producer of tourmaline 
in the late 1800s. The California deposits are known for bright pinks and 
bi-colors. The Dowager Tz’u Hsi, the last Empress of China, loved pink 
tourmaline and bought large quantities for gemstones and carvings from 
the Himalaya Mine, located in San Diego County, California. 

Although there are many tourmaline deposits, good qualities and fine 
colors are not always found in them. Because of this, the price spectrum 
of tourmaline is as broad as its color spectrum. Tourmaline has a hardness 
of 7 to 7.5 on the Mohs scale and is therefore great for frequent wear and 
easy to care for. In the gemstone world, tourmaline is very special and 
with its availability and amazing color spectrum, it is one of the most 
popular gemstones.

Paraiba Tourmaline 
from Mozambique, ring 
designed by The Collector

The Rainbow Colors 
of Tourmaline
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Paraiba Tourmaline from Mozambique, 
available at The Collector Fine Jewelry



Pink Tourmaline
When you think of pink tourmaline, 

California comes to mind. The state’s fabulous 
tourmalines were discovered in the late 1870s or 
early1880s. Since their discovery, the tourmaline 
deposits in Riverside and San Diego counties 
have produced greater amounts of tourmaline 
and of greater value than any other deposits in 
the Northern Hemisphere. From 1898 until 
1914, the Himalaya mine was the world’s larg-
est producer of tourmaline but operated spo-
radically until 1977 when Pala 

International began mining.  The pink tourmaline 
from the Pala area was called Pala pink and could 

be the color of bubble gum. 
The value of pink tourmaline is 
directly related to its depth of 
color.  When the pink crosses 
the arbitrary line to red, it 
becomes a rubellite.  Pink 
tourmaline helps a woman 
understand and come to peace with her 

feminine and masculine selves as it fosters 
the inner harmony and strength she needs to 
develop her true feminine power.

Rubellite
While some varieties of tourmaline get 

their name from a specific locality or are 
named after a famous gemologist, rubellite 
acquired its name from its color. The Latin 
word rubellus means “reddish”. Unlike ruby, 
which must have at least 50% red, rubellite 

needs just enough red 
to prevent it from being 
called a pink tourmaline. 
The rubellite can range 
from reddish-pink to a dark brownish-red. Brazil, 
Nigeria and Afghanistan are the most important 
sources for rubellite. Southern California is known 
for pink but also has produced what can be 
classified as rubellite. The color of this stone is 
the epitome of seduction.  Its components are 
red, pink and purple – the typical color harmony 

presenting joy of life and lust. Fortunately, nature supplies rubellite 
in many shades of color, so that every woman may find the one that 
perfectly suits her.

Multi-colored Tourmaline
Tourmaline crystals with only one color are 

fairly rare. Due to its complex composition, 
minor changes can cause completely different 
colors in one crystal. The colors occur in elon-
gated columns as if nature stacked colored rings 

on top of the other. These crystals go from as thin as a 
pencil to as thick as a paper towel roll.  Some have 
only subtle color variances while others have starkly 
contrasting color zones.

Stones with two or 
more distinct colors are very 
desirable and are referred to 
as bi-colored or multi-colored 
tourmalines. A tourmaline 
slice with a reddish center that 
changes to green toward the edge is called a 
watermelon tourmaline.  Bi-color tourma-
lines are unique and well suited to custom 
designed jewelry. 

Green Tourmaline
A popular variety of tour-

maline is the green tourmaline 
known as ‘verdelite’ in the trade. 
Even among the green tourma-
lines, the spectrum is broad. Some 
can be very light; while others can 
be so dark that the green only shows when held up 
to the light. Green tourmalines can be intense yel-
lowish-green, olive green and brownish-green and 
some of the most beautiful and rare tourmalines 
range from blue-green to dark bottle green. Chrome 
tourmaline is the name given to the very rich green 
variety from Tanzania colored by vanadium and 

chromium. The color is extraordinary and beautiful. 

The major green tourmaline deposits are in Brazil, Namibia, 
Nigeria, Mozambique, Pakistan and Afghanistan but finding them 
with good color and clarity is rare. 

Indicolite Tourmaline
Indicolite refers to tourmaline that 

is blue. Blue tourmaline is prized for its 
beauty and rarity. A pure blue tourma-
line is quite rare as most have a touch 
of green to them. The most valuable 
stones show a clear, intense, radiant 
blue that is not too dark. Gemstone  
therapists believe that blue tourmaline radiates harmony and 
makes people honest and tolerant. Indicolites originate from 

the north of Brazil but today can be found in Namibia, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Nigeria. 

Yellow Tourmaline
Until recently there was no pure yellow in the rich tourmaline 

color spectrum. Most have a tinge of brown to them. A new vivid 
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Pink Tourmaline 
Chinese dragon 

snuff bottle

Himalya Mine, S.D.Co. 
Pink Tourmaline jewelry 

designed by The Collector

S.D.County 
Pink Tourmaline

Queen Mine, S.D. Co.
Rubellite Tourmaline

Queen Mine, S.D. Co.
Rubellite Tourmaline 
jewelry designed by 

The Collector

Himalaya Mine, S.D. Co.
watermelon earrings

Himalaya Mine, S.D. Co.
Bi-color Tourmaline 
jewelry designed by 

The Collector

Multi-colored 
Tourmaline 
carved birds

African Green Chrome 
Tourmaline earrings 

designed by 
Steven Lagos

Afganistan deep 
Blue-Green 
Tourmaline

Indicolite Tourmaline

Indicolite 
crystal 

pendant
Yellow

 Tourmaline
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While speaking with a friend the other day about fi ne jewelry and fashion, she mentioned that she had not consid-
ered fi ne jewelry as an accessory because she was born in August and hated her birthstone peridot. Always being told she 
should have birthstone jewelry but not liking the green color, she tended to shy away from fi ne jewelry as an accessory all 
together. I imagine she is not alone in this thinking.

At The Collector we embrace all colored gemstones and fi nd them to be wonderful accessories whether they are your 
birthstone or not. If you focus on color fi rst and the gem second, you will likely fi nd the perfect stone that compliments your skin tone, hair, 
eyes and wardrobe and also fi ts into your price range. Ask yourself,  “What is my favorite color?” If, for example, the answer is blue, you have 
a multitude of choices such as aquamarine, blue chalcedony, lapis, blue sapphire, tanzanite and tourmaline to just name a few. 

The Collector specializes in color and can help you accessorize and fi nd that perfect colored gemstone jewelry. We invite you to visit one 
of our two salon locations where our friendly and knowledgeable staff looks forward to assisting you with your jewelry selections. 

From the Executive’s Desk…

From theC ollector to You  3

Jeanne Hancock Larson, Executive Director

yellow variety, known as canary tourmaline, was found in 
the year 2000 in southern East Africa, in Malawi. These 
stones are very clean with a fresh, spring-like yellow that has 

a very fine hint of green. Traces of magnesium are respon-
sible for the yellow color. Some of the crystals are heated 

to transform the brown tint into the nice yellow. This is a common 
and irreversible gemstone enhancement.  

Schorl
The most abundant variety of tourmaline 

is black and opaque. This iron rich tourmaline 
is called schorl and is commonly found in 
igneous and metamorphic rocks as an acces-
sory mineral. It is too opaque to be used as a gemstone in jewelry but 
it can be used as an ornamental stone. When schorl is found as inclu-
sions in quartz, the stone is called tourmalinated quartz. 

Golden-Yellow
 Tourmaline

Tourmaline… continued from page 2 Schorl
 Tourmaline

  RED

Red stimulates the appetite and can actually make a person’s heart beat faster.  If 
you are feeling daring and exciting or want to be noticed and feel attractive then 
the red gem is for you. Great reds include Madeira citrine, red coral, ruby, red 
tourmaline and Mozambique garnet.

  PINK

Pink is the quintessential color of femininity. It speaks to the sensitive and sensual 
side in all of us. Color psychologists have said that pink has the power to steal the 
energy of those who observe it, making it a great color to wear if you want to make 
someone’s knees go weak. Some popular pinks are pink coral, morganite, pink 
sapphire, pink tourmaline and rhodolite garnet.

  ORANGE

The color orange sends a message of warmth, energy and playfulness. The darker 
shades of orange are spicy and exotic, while brighter shades communicate enthu-
siasm and organization. Mexican fire opal, zircon, spessartine garnet and orange 
sapphire are some orange gems to entice you. 

  YELLOW

Yellow, a cheerful color is known to enhance concentration (think of sticky notes 
and legal pads). Yellow is the color that the eye sees first which is why many cities 
paint their emergency vehicles yellow. For those of you who want to stand out try 
subtle splashes of yellow like yellow sapphire, yellow diamond or yellow citrine. 

  GREEN

Green is the color most associated with nature. Usually a calming color, green with 
hints of yellow also can be considered energetic. Green is the color of abundance 

and freshness and often is associated with wealth and money. Some green stones 
to consider are emerald, tsavorite garnet, jade, peridot, green tourmaline and 
chrysoprase.

  BLUE

One of the most popular colors, blue represents loyalty and communicates a sense 
of balance. Often political candidates and job applicants wear blue to appear 
trustworthy. You can choose from many shades of blue gems like aquamarine, blue 
chalcedony, lapis, blue sapphire, tourmaline, turquoise and blue zircon.

  PURPLE

Purple is the color of royalty. Purple can be vibrant and electric or smooth like 
jazz. Dark purple brightens our moods and invigorates us while lavender can 
soften the rough edges of a hard day. Options include amethyst, ametrine, lavender 
chalcedony, iolite and tanzanite.  

  WHITE/BEIGE

White or colorless gems symbolize purity, peace and tranquility. For those seeking 
the crisp purity of white, options include diamond, moonstone, opal, pearl or white 
sapphire. Sparkling beiges warm the soul and catch the eye with smoldering color. 
For glamour with a touch of richness choose a champagne diamond. 

  BLACK

Black communicates power and authority and makes a person feel like he or she 
can take on the world.  Chic and sophisticated, black is a color that goes with 
anything because it never goes out of style. Choices include black diamond, black 
onyx, black opal, Tahitian cultured pearls, black star sapphire and black Akoya 
cultured pearls. 

Spotlight on Color
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The Find of the Century
This magnifi cent tourmaline specimen, named the “candelabra”, 

can be seen in the Smithsonian Natural History Museum. It was 
unearthed in 1972 by Bill Larson, owner of Pala International, from 
the Tourmaline Queen Mine located 
in Pala, San Diego County, Califor-
nia.  The “candelabra” is the largest 
and most famous of the thirty-fi ve 
extremely rare blue cap rubellite 
tourmalines. The specimen is tour-
maline on quartz with cleavelandite, 
approximately 12 x 9 
inches. This was a 
very exciting time for 
Bill and Pala Inter-
national and the late 
Dr. Vince Manson of 
the American Museum 
of Natural History 
summed up the moment 
in one phrase. “In terms 
of color and degree of 
perfection, This is the fi nd 
of the Century.”


